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correct file, it should work. 1. Field of the Invention This invention relates to fluid handling and, more particularly, to the maintenance of the integrity of filters used in a fluid handling system. 2. Description of the Related Art Typically, filters are placed in a fluid handling system and attempt to filter out dirt, debris, and other contaminants from the fluid.

However, it is difficult to predict the extent and quality of the filtration provided by a particular filter. An improperly functioning filter can lead to an overall reduction in the efficiency and/or reliability of the system. A number of filters have been suggested. For example, U.S. Pat. No. 6,090,492 discloses a device for filtering particulate suspended in a fluid.
The device has a hollow fiber membrane sandwiched between two sheets of paper. The sheet of paper is exposed to an inlet side of the fiber membrane and an outlet side of the fiber membrane. The opposite ends of the fiber membrane are clamped between an inner and an outer ring that engage either end of the fiber membrane. A duct is attached to the inner

ring and the outer ring. The duct receives pressurized fluid from an inlet to the duct and returns filtered fluid to an outlet. A plurality of perforations is positioned around the duct to allow air to flow through the duct to assist in filtration. The device does not include any filter media that is effective at filtering larger sized particles. Further, the inner and outer
rings are flexible and the resulting pressure drop in the device is a result of the flexibility of the rings. Another filter is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,743,257. The filter is a bundle of hollow fibers with the fibers bent so as to be arranged in a matrix. Each fiber is sealed at both ends to form a liquid-tight channel. Apertures in the matrix are aligned with apertures

in the ends of the bundle so that pressurized liquid can enter the 3e33713323
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